LATEST ON THE DERAILMENT: SEATTLETIMES.COM 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2017 


*.. The Seattle Times 


High, 47. Low, 34. > B8 
WINNER OF 10 PULITZER PRIZES 


seattletimes.com/weather 


INDEPENDENT AND LOCALLY OWNED FOR MORE THAN 121 YEARS © SEATTLETIMES.COM 


$1.50 


ON INAUGURAL TRIP, 
DEADLY DERAILMENT 


SPEED POSSIBLY A FACTOR IN DUPONT WRECK 


The southbound train left the track after 
traveling through a sharp curve 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE: A8-12 


Passengers heard ‘crumpling and crashing and 
screaming from people’; at least 3 dead 
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Emergency responders work the scene where Amtrak Train 501 derailed onto southbound I-5 in DuPont during Monday morning rush hour, killing at least three people. The train, 
carrying about 80 passengers, was the first regular service to use the new $181 million bypass track that goes directly from Tacoma to DuPont. 


DOMINO EFFECT | Thirteen of Point AT THE SCENE | Passers-by, GOP TAX 
the train’s 14 railcars toppled A A o soldiers and emergency PLAN VOTE 
from the track, one by one. — oC workers rushed to help. 

s READ WHAT 


Seattle Times staff 


An Amtrak train on its inaugural run of a 
newly opened, faster rail line careened off the 


BNSF Railway tracks 
(Old Amtrak route) 


Place 


By EVAN BUSH AND STEVE MILETICH 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


Daniel Konzelman was on southbound 
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rail cars off an overpass onto rush-hour traffic PaRa Midland Monday morning with his girlfriend, Alicia faces first vote 


on Interstate 5 in an accident that killed at 
least three people, injured scores of others 
and littered the freeway and nearby woods 


Nisqually 


Hoverson, when a train zipped by him. 
“I noticed it was going really fast. I’'d 
never seen a train going that fast in the 
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with a twisted chain of wreckage. MA past. I drive that stretch every day,” he said. ll 
Aside from the dead, about 80 people suf- Refu a While the speed limit on the tracks is taxpayers, payro 
fered injuries ranging from minor scrapes to oF Joint Base generally 79 mph, it drops to 30 as the preparers will have 

life-threatening wounds and were taken to 3 Pee tracks curve to cross an I-5 overpass at Du- to scramble; 
various hospitals for treatment. Centennial ye Pont. ni 
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and motorists who witnessed it later recount- 
ed a surreal domino effect as, one by one, 13 
of the train’s 14 railcars toppled from the 
track, with parts of the train left dangling 
from the railway span. 

Shortly after 7:30 a.m., the Portland-bound 
train had just come out of a curve when it 
plunged off the tracks with nearly 80 passen- 
gers and seven crew members aboard, along 
astretch of the just-opened Point Defiance 
Bypass in DuPont. 

As the train’s locomotive and trailing rail- 
cars spilled off the tracks, they slammed into 
asemitruck and a tractor-trailer as well as 
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(BNSF Railway and Amtrak) 
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five other vehicles that had been heading 
down the freeway toward Olympia during 
the busy morning commute. 

“Tt sounded like being on the inside of an 
aluminum can being crushed,” said Chris 
Karnes, a Tacoma software developer who 

See > WRECK, A8 


slamming on their brakes as he approached 
the bridge. It was just after 7:30 a.m. 

“I looked up and saw the train was hang- 
ing off,” Konzelman said. “I was like, ‘Oh 
my gosh, this was major.’ ” 

He pulled off the freeway, and the couple 
joined dozens of other passers-by, soldiers 
and emergency workers who rushed into 
and among the crumpled Amtrak cars 
sprawled on I-5, pulling people from the 
debris, bandaging the wounded and com- 
forting pinned victims of a devastating 
derailment. 
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